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Belloc and Chesterton call " The Sale of Policies.55
As examples of this, they point to the dealings
of the late Mr Cecil Rhodes with the Caucus of
his day in regard to the Cape to Cairo Railway
and the interesting disclosures of Dr Rutherfoord
Harris in connection with the well-known scandal in
regard to Chinese labour. Their conclusion about
the drink controversy illuminates their whole con-
tention so well in detail that I give it in full.

" So it comes about that, while a sound policy
which would discourage drunkenness (especially
the degraded kind of drunkenness characteristic of
the slums, the true name of which is drugging)
while allowing normal men to get good liquor
under decent conditions, would undoubtedly com-
mand the support of the people, which is just the
one thing that the people are never allowed to con-
sider. Their decision is only between the brewer
and the cocoa manufacturer. Not unnaturally,
they usually prefer the brewer. It must not be
supposed that the Liberal politicians themselves
are in the least degree more teetotal than their
Conservative opponents. Most of them have quite
an adequate taste in alcohol. But that the game
may be carried on, money is needed, and the two
organisations agree to appeal to different sections
of the plutocracy. Thus the paymasters of the
politicians are in this sense more sincere than
the politicians are. They do want something in
the way of legislation or administration, while the
politicians want nothing but their salaries. The
effectiveness of the two is proportional to their
sincerity."1